
Chamber  Update :  Welcoming  the  Momentum o f  Summer
As  we  s tep  i n to  June ,  the re ’ s  a  un ique  energy  i n  the  a i r— longer  days ,  l i ve ly  s to re f ront s ,  
and  the  unmis takab le  buzz  o f  Ma ine ’ s  summer  season  beg inn ing  to  take  ho ld .  Fo r  many  o f  our
members ,  th i s  i s  the  bus i e s t  and  most  exc i t i ng  t ime  o f  year.  V i s i to rs  re tu rn ,  event s  f i l l  the
ca lendar,  and  oppor tun i t i e s  to  connec t  g row w i th  the  season .
At  the  Chamber,  we ’ re  see ing  that  same  momentum re f lec ted  i n  our  membersh ip.  New bus inesses
are  j o in ing  our  ne twork ,  and  longt ime  members  a re  f i nd ing  f resh  ways  to  co l laborate  and
innovate .  Th i s  i s  the  pe r fec t  moment  to  re in t roduce  yourse l f—update  your  d i rec to ry  l i s t i ng ,
a t tend  a  m ixe r,  o r  s imply  s top  by  the  o f f i ce  and  say  he l lo.
Le t ’ s  make  th i s  summer  not  j u s t  a  season  o f  g rowth ,  but  one  o f  connec t ion .  We ’ re  he re  to  he lp
br ing  more  v i s i b i l i ty  to  your  bus iness ,  suppor t  your  goa l s ,  and  ce lebrate  the  un ique  sp i r i t  that
makes  our  reg ion  th r i ve .
Here ’ s  to  a  s t rong  s ta r t  to  summer—and  to  a l l  the  exc i t i ng  th ings  ahead !

Tara  Poo les
 The  Ar t i s t ’ s  B r idge ,  bu i lt  i n  1872 ,  i s  named  the  Ar t i s t ' s
B r idge  because  o f  i t s  reputat ion  as  be ing  the  most
photographed  and  pa in ted  o f  the  venerab le  covered
br idges  i n  Ma ine .  I t  has  a l so  been  sugges ted  that  the
name came about  because  the  a r t i s t  John  Ennck ing  was
observed  work ing  by  the  b r idge  on  many  days .  The  fami ly
he  was  s tay ing  w i th  then  re fe r red  to  i t  as  the  Ar t i s t ’ s
B r idge .

MESSAGE  FROM EXECUT IVE  D IRECTOR
B O B B I  V A N D E N B U L C K E

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

I f  your  bus ines s  i s  ce leb ra t ing  a  spec ia l  occas ion  o r  ann i ve r sa r y,
le t  u s  know!   Le t ’ s  ce leb ra te  w i th  a  R ibbon  Cu t t i ng  fo r  the  event !  

Would  you  l i ke  to
Be  featured  i n  the  nex t  
UPCOMING Event s  i n  the

news le t te r ?

PLEASE  EMAIL  US  AT
EVENTS@BETHELMAINE .COM

Would  you  l i ke  to
Be  featured  i n  the  nex t  
Bus iness  spot l i gh t  i n  the

news le t te r ?

PLEASE  EMAIL  US  AT
EVENTS@BETHELMAINE .COM

Hel lo,  M id-June  f rom Sunny  Bethe l !
👋  The  long  days  and  warm breezes
are  mak ing  our  l i t t le  s l i ce  o f  Ma ine
even  more  wonder fu l ,  and  we ' re
o f f i c ia l ly  i n  summer  mode !  Wh i le
you ' re  out  en joy ing  eve ry th ing  f rom
the  mounta in  v i ews  to  the  r i ve r ' s
edge ,  make  su re  to  save  the  date
fo r  our  b ig  event :  the  Go l f
Tournament  on  Monday,  June  23rd !
Dus t  o f f  those  c lubs  –  i t ' s  go ing  to
be  a  tee-r i f i c  day !  We  love  l i v i ng
and  work ing  i n  such  a  spec ia l
p lace ,  and  i t  b r i ngs  us  so  much  joy
to  share  these  moment s  w i th  you .
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I n t roduc ing  Chamber  101
 Learn ,  Connec t ,  G row

We’ re  exc i ted  to  launch  our  new Chamber
101  sess ions—month ly  c lasses  des igned  to
he lp  you  bu i ld  p rac t i ca l  s k i l l s  and  ge t
more  f rom your  Chamber  membersh ip.
Each  sess ion  w i l l  focus  on  a  d i f fe rent
top i c ,  f rom maste r ing  Canva  and
nav igat ing  ChamberMaste r  to  leve l ing  up
your  soc ia l  med ia  game and  more .
Whether  you ’ re  a  new member  o r  a
longt ime  par t i c ipant ,  the re ’ s  a lways
someth ing  new to  d i s cover.  Le t ’ s  lea rn
together,  g row together,  and  s t rengthen
our  commun i ty  one  sk i l l  a t  a  t ime .

MEMBER  CELEBRAT IONS

CONGRATULAT IONS !

 Newly  bu i lt  ho te l  a long  US-2 ,  j u s t  s teps
f rom h i s to r i c  downtown Rumford  and  i t s
se r i e s  o f  spec tacu la r  Rumford  Fa l l s ,  w i th  a
176-foot  to ta l  d rop  compr i s i ng  the  g reates t
d rop  eas t  o f  N iagara  Fa l l s .

Jo in  Maste r  Natura l i s t ,  Ju l i e
Re i f f,  fo r  a  woodland  walk
look ing  fo r  w i ld f lowers .
Sunday,  June  15th  a t  Mc-Coy-
Chapman P rese rve .  FM I  and  to
reg i s te r,
h t tps : / /www.mahoosuc .o rg/eve
nt s-ca lendar

Cl i c k  the  ca lendar
above  to  v i ew more  
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Step  i n to  a  wor ld  o f  natura l  h i s to ry  spann ing
mi l l i ons  o f  years ,  f rom the  rugged  te r ra in  o f  Ma ine  to
the  fa r  reaches  o f  Mars .  Exp lo re  how meteor i te s  he lp
us  un lock  the  mys te r i e s  o f  our  so la r  sys tem,  d i s cover
the  fasc inat ing  p rocess  o f  c r ys ta l  fo rmat ion ,  and
learn  why  Ma ine  i s  renowned  fo r  p roduc ing  some  o f
the  wor ld ’ s  most  ex t raord inary  gemstones .
 A  h igh l i gh t  i n c ludes  a  be ry l  c r ys ta l  known as  the
“Hear t  o f  New Eng land ,”  o r i g ina l ly  d i sp layed  a t  the
Amer i can  Museum o f  Natura l  H i s to ry  i n  New York .  A
match ing  p i ece  f rom the  same remarkab le  f i nd  i s
p roudly  exh ib i ted  r i gh t  he re  a t  the  museum in  Be the l .

BEYOND THE  MA IN  STORYBEYOND THE  MA IN  STORY

IN  THE  KNOWIN  THE  KNOW

PASS  THE  HAT

B U S I N E S S  S P O T L I G H TB U S I N E S S  S P O T L I G H T

What  year  d id  Be the l  become a  town?

1796

MAINE  M INERAL  AND GEM MUSEUM

The  museum was  born  f rom the  h i s to r i c  Pe rham’s
Ma ine  M ine ra l  S to re ,  e s tab l i shed  in  1919 .  A f te r  the
s to re  c losed  i n  2009 ,  ph i lanth rop i s t s  Lawrence
St i f le r  and  Mary  McFadden  acqu i red  the  co l lec t ion ,
lead ing  to  the  open ing  o f  the  Ma ine  M ine ra l  &  Gem
Museum in  2019 .

HISTORY

NOW

99  MA IN  ST,  BETHEL ,  ME  04217(207 )  824-3036

AMP;  CL IN ICAL
MED ICAL  ASS ISTANT

JUNE  17TH

Bethe l  Adu lt  Educat ion  
i s  o f fe r i ng  th i s  course  th rough
the i r  par tne r,  The  Academy  o f
Med i ca l  P ro fess iona l s .  P lease
reg i s te r  he re  w i th  w i th  Be the l
Adult  Educat ion .  To  reg i s te r  ca l l
207-824-2136  o r  ema i l
adu lted@sad44 .o rg  You  can
also  go  d i rec t ly  to  the  AMP
webs i te  c l i c k  the  “ c l i c k  he re ”  fo r
more  de ta i l s :  

 Vo luntee rs  needed
to  he lp  a t

Harves t fes t  th i s
year  September

20th  p lease  reach
out  i f  you  can  he lp  

@
 connec t@bethe lma ine .com 

www.alz .o rg

NSB  has  made  a  $120 ,000  commi tment
over  the  nex t  s i x  years  to  send
s tudent s  f rom Ox fo rd  H i l l s
Comprehens i ve  H igh  Schoo l  and  Ox fo rd
H i l l s  M idd le  Schoo l  to  the  acc la imed
Nor thStar  4-H  Youth  Mentor ing
Program!  NSB  cu r rent ly  p rov ides  the
same oppor tun i ty  to  a  cohor t  o f
Te l s ta r  s tudent s  i n  Be the l .  Check  out
the  fu l l  s to ry  about  the  donat ion ,  the
par tne rsh ip,  and  how Nor thStar  i s
i n c reas ing  se l f- re l iance  and  leadersh ip
sk i l l s  fo r  young  people  i n  Ma ine ’ s  ru ra l
commun i t i e s .

Fu l l  s to ry  c l i c k  he re  

https://mainemineralmuseum.org/about/
https://academyofmedicalprofessions.com/enrollment%2Fclasses-me
https://academyofmedicalprofessions.com/enrollment%2Fclasses-me
https://www.norwaysavings.bank/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw5PK_BhBBEiwAL7GTPXxP-mUyxfShbpuB8quBFcJmHISnCL7RA6_8sac-aIeqyFdKB3mIcBoC_-EQAvD_BwE
https://www.google.com/search?q=adressof+bethel+gem+museum&rlz=1C1UEAD_enUS1153US1153&oq=adressof+bethel+gem+mu&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgBECEYChigATIGCAAQRRg5MgkIARAhGAoYoAEyCQgCECEYChigATIJCAMQIRgKGKABMgkIBBAhGAoYoAEyBwgFECEYjwIyBwgGECEYjwLSAQoxNDA5N2owajE1qAIIsAIB8QVLcswIwY1VtA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.alz.org/
https://www.norwaysavings.bank/press_news/northstaroxfordhills/
https://www.norwaysavings.bank/press_news/northstaroxfordhills/


Ah ,  June .  

Here  i n  our  lobby,  f re sh  cop ies  o f  v i s i to rs '  gu ides  f rom towns  a l l  ove r  Ma ine  a re  be ing
grabbed  by  those  pass ing  th rough ,  and  our  own  V i s i to rs '  Gu ides  a re  be ing  snatched  up  and
perused  by  the  many  fo l ks  s tay ing  i n  the  a rea .  I  am,  once  aga in ,  ge t t i ng  an  ear fu l  o f  s to r i e s
o f  what  l i fe  i s  l i ke  i n  Nor th  Dakota ,  southern  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  and  some  town  on  the  outback  i n
Aus t ra l ia .  K ids  o f  a l l  ages  a re  ge t t i ng  the i r  p i c tu res  taken  w i th  the  moose  and  snow lady,
gasp ing  a t  the  pendant  f rom Olymp ia  and  Angus ' s  nose  as  they  rea l i ze  how huge  the  snow
people  were .  I n t roduc ing  people  to  Ma ine ,  e spec ia l ly  our  l i t t le  co rne r  o f  i t ,  i s  a  p leasure  and
honor.  

Members ,  p lease  b r ing  i n  your  bus iness  ca rds ,  menus  and  rack  ca rds?  About  ha l f  the  people
coming  i n  o r  ca l l i ng  a re  look ing  fo r  loca l  re sources .  They  w i l l  take  our  wr i t i ng  your  contac t
numbers  down on  a  p i ece  o f  s c rap  paper,  but  someth ing  p ro fess iona l  i s  so  much  be t te r  fo r
bus iness .  They  g rav i ta te  to  those .  I f  you  don ' t  have  someth ing  to  put  on  the  she lves  i n  he re ,
long-t ime  member  Smi th  &  Town P r in te rs  would  love  to  he lp  you .  They  de l i ve red  our  new
loca l  map  a  few weeks  ago,  and  d id  a  te r r i f i c  j ob.  I 'm  su re  they  would  do  the  same  fo r  you !

C O R N E R S T O N E  P A R T N E R S
T o  O u r  P r e m i u m  T i e r  M e m b e r s  

2025  LEADERSH IP
EXECUT IVE  TEAM:

CHA IR
STEPHANIE  CAYER

MAINE  SK I  LODG ING
CO.

V ICE  CHA IR
ELLEN  WAINWRIGHT

SUNDAY R IVER  RESORT

SECRETARY
TOR I  H IC INBOTHEM,  

THE  BETHEL  RESORT  &
SU ITES

 TREASURER
REBECCA  “BECKY ”  RECORD

TAX  LOFT

D IRECTORS :
ROB IN  BENNETT

THE  SUDBURY  INN

TYLER  BENNETT
BENNETT  AUTOMOT IVE
& POWER EQU IPMENT

AARON BENTLY
WEST  BETHEL  MOTEL

NATASHA COLBRY
EL IZABETH INN  &

RESTAURANT

JANET  EVERETT
EVERETT  O IL  &

PROPANE

SARA HEMEON
ELEMENTS  ART

GALLERY

JAY  K IEL
NORWAY SAV INGS

BANK

MARGARETTA  “MAGGIE ”
KROENKE

MAINE  M INERAL  AND
GEM MUSEUM

STEPHEN S .  LEEN ,  JR .
HANCOCK  LUMBER  CO.

ALEXANDRA “ALL IE ”
MASTEN-WILL IAMSON
MT.  ABRAM SK I  &  B IKE

RESORT

JENNIFER  MERR ILL
FRANKL IN  SAV INGS

BANK

B. J.  OTTEN
MAINE  ENERGY

SYSTEMS

LLOYD SWEETSER
NORTHEAST  BANK

JOHN POOLE
HOL IDAE  HOUSE

STAFF:

EXECUT IVE  D IRECTOR
BOBB I  VANDENBULCKE

EVENTS  &  MARKET ING
COORDINATOR
TARA POOLE

OFF ICE  COORDINATOR
CATHY  HOWE

L E A D E R  M E M B E R S

CLEAN CUT  PA INT ING  COMPANY
GNE ISS  SP ICE
GOOD FOOD STORE  &CATER ING  COMPANY
GOULD ACADEMY
LE IGHTON ’S  OF  WEST  PAR IS
MATTERHORN RESTAURANT  &  BAR

MOUNTA IN  SOC IAL  K ITCHEN &  BAR
MT.ABRAM SK I  AREA  &  B IKE  PARK
R IVER  V IEW RESORT
SMOKIN ’  GOOD BBQ
THE  SUDBURY  INN
SUNDAY R IVER  BREWING COMPANY

Event s  and  Marke t ing
Coord inator  

 Ca thy  Howe
V i s i to r  Cente r  Spec ia l i s t

    Ge t  ready  fo r  exc i tement  i n  Be the l !
A lmost  t ime  June  23rd ,  we ' re  k i c k ing
th ings  o f f  w i th  a  go l f  tournament  a t
Sunday  R i ve r  Go l f  Club.  September
we ' l l  be  ce lebrat ing  Harves t fes t ,  and
we ' re  cu r rent ly  seek ing  ta lented
brewers  and  engag ing  k id ' s
en te r ta inment  l i ke  j ugg le rs ,  f i re
b reathers ,  and  face  pa in te rs  fo r  a
"Pass  the  Hat "  oppor tun i ty.  I f  you  o f fe r
these  se rv i ces ,  p lease  reach  out !  We ' re
a l so  s t i l l  look ing  fo r  donat ions  to  put
towards  our  end-of-year  awards .

Tara

CL ICK  THE  L INKS  BELOW 

His to ry  A  Look  Back

C iv i l  War  memor ia l
g roundbreak ing ,  Be the l ,

1908

Ma in  S t ree t ,  Be the l
H i l l ,  1896

Grand  T runk  Ra i lway
s tat ion ,  Be the l ,  ca .

1880

Thank  you  to  the  H i s to r i ca l  Soc i e ty  fo r  the  memor ies  

Happy  P r ide  Month  &
Alzhe imer ’ s  D i sease  Awareness  Month
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